Running Head: FERTILITY ISSUES IN FEMALE CANCER SURVIVORS		1
FERTILITY ISSUES IN FEMALE CANCER SURVIVORS		2







Fertility Issues in Female Cancer Survivors
Institutional Affiliation
[bookmark: _GoBack]Student’s Name


Fertility Issues in Female Cancer Survivors
Introduction
Cancer treatment has a direct effect on the fertility of women. Different treatment methods have different infertility risk levels, ranging from low risk to high risk. The radiation from the cancer treatment methods affects the reproductive organs with cancer killing high-energy rays damaging the ovaries. Hormone therapies, on the other hand, may prevent ovulation or cause birth defects. “Hormone therapies used to treat breast cancer or other cancers can affect your ability to have a child” (American Cancer Society, 2017).  Most patients do not understand the depth of effects on their fertility. Therefore, there is a need for this information to be put out there and availed to the cancer patients before treatment starts.  “All women with cancer should discuss the risk of infertility and fertility preservation options with their doctors as soon as possible before cancer treatment begins” (American Society for Clinical Oncology, 2018). As such there is need to help cancer survivors increase their quality of life and fertility levels. 
There is a huge disparity on the information on cancer and its apparent relationship with infertility given to male versus female patients. Additionally, it takes a longer time for women to access fertility preservation methods as compared to how long it takes for men to access these services. As such, women need access to this information and services to improve their quality of life and for decision making about future reproduction.  According to Moghadam (2014), infertility reduces the quality of life due to stress and depression that it often causes. This study uses the qualitative method. The following questions will be answered; Are you aware that cancer treatment methods have an effect on fertility? How much information do you have about the infertility risks associated with cancer treatment methods? Have you discussed the risks of each cancer treatment methods with an oncologist? Do you know of the existing fertility preservation methods? Do you have access to fertility preservation services? Do you know how the cancer treatment has affected your fertility? 
Methods
Subject
This study will use the qualitative method of data collection. A set of questions both open ended and close ended questions in a questionnaire will be administered to the subject. The subjects of this study are female cancer patients and survivors. This includes young female patients in the puberty and those in the reproductive phase. The patients are appropriate for the study because they need to make life choices about reproduction and thus need the information about the effects of cancer treatment on fertility. The cancer survivors are appropriate for the study because they give insight on how the cancer treatment has affected their treatment and hoe the information on the risks of the different treatment methods would have changed their quality of life. The subjects of the study are in the 13 -45 year age bracket. It will cut across women in the different levels of education to give insight on which group of women is most affected by the lack of information in question. The main delimitation of the study is that subjects above 50 years of age will not be included because very few are still in the reproductive phase. The main limitation, on the other hand, is that subjects may not give as detailed and honest information as required to inform the study.
Measurement
The interview questions explore the extent to which female cancer patients and survivors have access to information about the risks of cancer treatment methods and the available fertility preservation methods. The context analysis will be the measurement instrument. A recording equipment will be used to ensure that all the information and details are secured. The recording device will be small in size, black in color with a start button, pause and stop button. The interview will be conducted in a quiet office room to ensure there are zero distractions. The room will be fitted with charts showing the importance of passing on fertility preservation information to women.  
Procedure
The study will be carried out during the cancer week. At this time, most cancer patients and survivors are more willing to fight the giant and thus are more willing to share information. The questions for the interview will be drafted 4 months towards the cancer week. Two months prior to the cancer week, the researcher will recruit subjects. The researcher will approach physicians in cancer wings and ask for their help in recruiting the subjects. This is because physicians have treatment relationships with their patients. The physician will have a specified number of patients in the 13-45 age brackets to identify and recommend for the study. The research will later make contact with the patients and survivors who consent to take part in the study to give more details about the study.
Data Analysis
The overall research question; how much information do you have about the infertility risks associated with cancer treatment methods? To analyze the data, the data will be categorized into different age groups, organized, conceptualized, classified, categorized, connected, interrelated and then interpreted to create a good understandable account.
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